A WALK ARS

Looking around Reggio Calabria for the first time you
might wonder what happened to the old city that
was one of the first Greek colonies in southern Italy.

The answer is very simple: earthquakes, principally
those of 1562, 1783 and 1908. Above all in1908 the
earthquake and a subsequent tsunami almost
completely destroyedReggio Calabria, Messina and
dozens of nearby coastal towns.

Consequently, the new city of Reggio Calabria was
constructed on the rubble of the old city using a
modern layout. So today the most famous buildings
mainly date back to last century.



The Municipal Library at A S |
De b I @ InéReggio Calabria,
was established on the 31st
March 1818 by a decreeissued
by Ferdinandol, King of the

Two Sicilies, under the name
of FerdinandiarLibrary

The lerary The original collection of

books,made of a few hundred
a t A S u N\E units coming largely from the

18th-century private libraries,
wasplacedon the groundfloor
of the archiepiscopapalacein
PiazzaDuomo, in some rooms
givenby the Curia

After the 1908earthquake the
remainingpart of the collection
was brought to a makeshift
firehouse, among the ruins of
the Castle,until 1928whenthe
Library was basedin the villa
"Pietro De Nava",built in 1917
and donated to the city by
GiuseppeDeNava




In the secondhalf of the 20th century a
new building was created next to the
existing one, which became the head
office of the Library

Today, almost two centuries after its
establishment, the Library ¢ t A SDeNEP
b I @ta# be consideredas an historical
library of conservation, mostly and
traditionally specializedn humanities,but

it also a modern library, specializedin
generalknowledge

The oldest documentsare part of the so-
called "fondo pergamenacely an

extremelyvaluablecollectionmadeof 147
parchmentsof the XlIIEXIX centuriesand
including chapters, letters and privileges
T nm granted by various kings, diplomas and
.......... Loy SR H e papalbulls
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Defined asthe most beautifukilometrein Italy (its
actual distance is 1 Kilometreg, the seafrontis a
remarkable site of Reggio Calabria.

It shows to its passetisy all the signs of the process

of development of the city, which approximately
started in the VIII century B.C. with the settlement of
the Greek colony dRhegiomalong this part of the
Calabrian coast, and which has definitely not stopped

yet.




The oldest evidence of Re g g iewlton can thus
be found at the beginning of the seafront:
archeological excavations in this site have
unearthed the Greek Walls that originally marked the
official borders of the city. They can give us the idea
of the early physical settlement made there by its first
inhabitants.

Not so far from this site, you can find traces of
another historical period, the ruins of an important
Roman hot spring.

These two elements prove the great importance of
the geographical position of the city. It has always
been one of the focal points for strategic trade as well
as for the control of the Mediterranean Sea.
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From 1909 onwards, the authorities decided to rebuild the
seafront on three main levels in order to respectthe natural
structure of the city, which is developedvertically from the sea
leveltowards15m above

Theupper part of the seafront(via Marina Alta) is dominated by
Liberty-style buildings,suchas PalazzoSpinellj PalazzaZaniand
GrandHotelMiramare.

Villa GenoeseZerbi is particularly charmingwith its neo-Gothic
Venetianstyle. It hasgot red brick facadessimilarto those of the
Venetian ca which are adorned with Gothic arches, columns,
decorative doorframes and balustrades Until recently, the villa
servedas southernL (i I éxl@bfién venue for the International

Art Exhibition- LABIENNALBIVENEZIA
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Three gigantic sculptures by the lItalian artist
Rabaramawere displayedat VillaGenoeseZerbiin
2007 and now they permanently adorn the
seafront

They are called Translettera, Labirintite and Cc
stelk azione and they are so picturesque that
tourists usuallytake a souvenirphoto with them.
Despitetheir modern style, the three installations
are perfectly integratedinto the so-calleddbotanic
stripe¢ (open gardenswith rare tropical plants,
palm trees and marvelouscenturiesold Magnolia
trees) which separatesthe upper and the lower
part of the seafront




The lower part of the seafront (via Marina Bassa is
called Lungomare Falcomata and is composedof a
wide promenade hedged by elegant old-style street
lamps,palmtreesand exoticplants

Walking on this promenade you can enjoy the
wonderfulpanoramamadeup of the view of the Strait,
of the Siciliancoastand of its volcano(Etna)

Severaklegantmarble stairsand a seriesof pathsgive
accessto the sea level with another walk and
wonderful beacheson the Strait In summeryou can
find here various bathhouses, excellent restaurants,
loungebarsandclubs



Between the sea and the promenade
stands theArena of the Strai(Arena
delloStretto) a modernamphitheatre
that is strongly inspired by the arenas of
the ancient tradition of Magna Graecia.
In summeiit is home to national and
international events and shows.

At the top of the arena, almost in the
water, stands a marble memorial
dedicated to Vittorio Emanuele lll, as
the Porto Salvo pier was the first Italian
place where he went immediately after
he was proclaimed King in 1900.

The bronze statue in theentre of the
marble stelg(CippoMarmoreg depicts
the goddess AthenBromachosn
battle, defending the entire city of
Reggio.
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Along LungomareFalcomatathere is Opera a new public art

permanent installation created by the Italian artist Edoardo
Tresoldi Thisopenmonumentconsistsof a colonnadeof 46 tall

columns within a very large park and is fully crossableand
accessibleo visitors

It representsa sort of agoraand celebratesa i EoStemplative
relationship between place and the human being through
the languageof classicalrchitecture and the transparencyof
the Absent Matteré 2 relationship expressedthrough wire
mesh
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TheCILEA THEATRI{tth a capacity of 1,500 seats, is
the largest theatre in Calabria. Its construction was

started in 1908 and today is a reference point for the
artistic and cultural tradition of the region.

This Theatre is named after the famous Italian
musician and composéirancesc&ileg born inPalmi
a small town near Reggio Calabria.

The exterior of the building is inspired by Classical style.
Inside there is an elegant foyer and large red curtains
on the proscenium; the great hall, in nineteenth , "
century style, is a horseshoe, with three tiers of boxes ———— —
and a gallery, divided by a large royal box atdbatre i
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CILEA

Thehistory of the CileaTheatrehasits roots in the early
20th century and boastsa long and prestigioustradition:
a lot of big namesof theatre, dance,andaboveall opera,
suchasMaria Callasand LucianoPavarotti, performedon
its stage

Everyyearthis theatre offersa rich programmeof events

In addition, playsby local theatre companiesare usually
performedhere,




Pinacoteca Civica
di Reggio Calabria

The north wing of the Theatre housesthe Municipal Art Gallery
(PinacotecaCivica) It containssome of the most prestigiousworks
of Reggio/ | t | @misticth€igage, dating back from the 15th to
the 20th century Insideyou canfind very important works by well-
known artists includingMattia Preti, LucaGiordano,Pietro Bernini,
Antonello da Messina, Alonso Rodriguez,FrancescoJerace and
many others. The sectiondedicatedto the 20th century displaysa

paintingby RenatoGuttusodepictingswordfishfishermen




The Cathedral

The Cathedrabf Reggio Calabria is the mother church
of the Archdiocese of Reggio Calabrizovaand is
the biggest religious building in Calabria.

Dedicatedto the Assumption of the Virgin Masthe
Cathedral was severely damagedtbg earthquake in
1908 and rebuilt in a modern eclectic style with
Romanesque and Gothiglements. The initial design
was by the enginedP. Carmelo Umbertangioliniand
then modified by the enginedvlariano Francesconi
The new church was consecrated in 1928.




The Aragonese
Castle

In Reggio Calabria, in the homonymous piazza,
the Aragonese Castleontains centuries of history and is
considered, together with th®iace Bronzesne of the
O A (syamfais.

Even though it is referred to @¥agonese, its origins are SR AR ™ o i e i e
indeed much older, probably built the 6" century by the =P e EEL R —
Byzantines Throughout the centuries it has been restored
and enlarged by its conquerors: from thirmansto
the Angevinsand theAragonese.
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It was Ferdinando | of Aragon who, in 1458, commissio
the most substantial of the Castle's modifications,
expanding it to its maximum size and grandeur



Duringthe Risorgimentothe Aragonesecastlewas transformed
into a political prisonand a placeof executionfor the rebels

After the earthquakeof 1908 the castlewasbadlydamagedand
so, the decision was made to demolish nine tenths of the
fortress,savingthe bastions

Therecentand radicalrestoration broughtit backto its original
splendor It was home to the observatory of the National
Institute of Geophysicauntil 1986 and today it is the seat of
expositionsandart exhibitions
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TheVillaComunaleof Reggio Calabria is an important
green space in the city, rich not only in plants, but also

in monuments. i

It extends for about one hectare in the histocentre
between theCathedraland Corso Garibaldi g



WSRAAO2GSNAY I UGUKS OAG e

The Villa was born during the Bourbon era, in
1854, with the intention of creating a botanical
garden. It was inaugurated in 1907 Kyng
Vittorio Emanuele lllwho on that occasion also
unveiled the bust dedicated to his father,
Umberto .

Inside, there are some monuments such as the
busts of some national and local patriots, and
buildings of historical value, such as the
neoclassicgbortal of Palazz&itrioli from the

14th century: made of soft limestone ah@zzaro
stone, it belonged to the building destroyed by
the earthquake in 1908.
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In addition to these historical testimonies, there are also authentic Roman columns
in the Villa, in the site namedVialedelle Colonn&, located next to thdavourite
destination of children: the duck and swan pool and the goldfish tank.



https://turismo.reggiocal.it/sites/default/files/2019-06/galleria_4_villa_comunale_reggio_calabria.jpg

Plantsfrom all over the world

The most important attraction at
Villa Comunale is its botanical
garden which hosts unique and
exotic plants. Alongthe avenues,
you can find numerousspecimens
of luxuriant palm trees, fig trees,
magnolias,bananatrees, pepper,
rubber, camphor trees, and the
bottle tree. Among the rarest
plants, one can admire the Ficus
Elastica(Rubbertree), the Nolina
Recurvata(Elephantfoot or Pony
tail palm), the Dracaena draco
0 5 NI Bléod ttea), Judastrees,
and numerous other flower
species




A space dedicated to leisure time

The Villais a place where the inhabitants of Reggiospend
their free time: insidethere is a smallrefreshmentspaceand
OK A f RrMi&y Qdreover, throughout the year, and
particularly in the summer, many recreationaland cultural
eventsare hosted here.




